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SUBJECT: TURKISH FLAG INCIDENTS ON GREEK ISLANDS PROVOKE GOG STATEMENT 


BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. DURING THE COURSE OF THE PAST WEEKEND, TURKISH FISHERMEN 
HOISTED A TURKISH FLAG ON TWO SMALL, DESERTED GREEK ISLANDS 
IN THE SOUTHEASTERN AEGEAN, I.E. THE ISLANDS OF RO AND IPSILI 
WHICH ARE SITUATED DUE EAST OF RHODES. ACCORDING TO PRESS 
REPORTS, THE FLAGS WERE TAKEN DOWN WITHIN A FEW HOURS BY 
GREEK AUTHORITIES. 

2. TO PUT THE MATTER IN PERSPECTIVE, THE GOG ISSUED THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON SPETEMBER 1: "THE CASE SHOULD NOT 
BE EXAGGERATED. GREECE POSSESSES HUNDREDS OF SMALL ROCKY 
ISLETS, QUITE SUITABLE FOR SUCH SILLY EXHIBITIONS WHICH CAN 
ONLY LAST FOR A FEW HOURS AND RESEMBLE A FARCE. WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT IS THE FACT THAT THESE TURKISH FLAGS WERE 
LOWERED SHORTLY AFTER THEY HAD BEEN HOISTED. THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE INCIDENTS SHOULD THINK OF THIS 
HUMILIATION BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO REPEAT SUCH COMIC 
INCIDENTS." 
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BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. IN A REMARK TO AN EMBOFF OF SEPTEMBER 2, MFA DIRECTOR 
OF TURKISH AFFAIRS MACRIS CHARACTERIZED THE INCIDENTS AS 
ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF "PROVOCATIVE BEHAVIOR" ON THE 
PART OF THE TURKS. 

END CONFIDENTIAL 
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